
Chapter 9: Social Structure Theories of Crime II  

residents who do not have strong ties to the area.

This leads to a psychological indifference toward the neighborhood, in which no one 
cares about protecting the community any longer. Those who can afford to leave the 
area do, and those who can’t afford to leave will simply remain until they can save 
enough money to move. After all, especially in the time when Park presented his theory 
of ecology in the 1920s, when factories moved into the area, it often meant a lot of 
smoke billowing out of chimneys. No one wanted to live in such a state, particularly at a 
time when there was no real understanding of pollution and virtually no filters on such 
smokestacks. In fact, certain parts of Chicago, as well as all other cities in America, were 
perpetually covered by smog from these factories. In highly industrial areas, it appeared 
to be always snowing or overcast due to the constant and vast coverage of smoke and 
pollutants across the sky. So it is easy to see how such “invasions” by factories and 
businesses can completely disrupt the previously dominant and stable residential areas 
of a community.

Park’s ideas became even more valid and influential with the complementary perspective 
offered by Ernest W. Burgess.6 Burgess proposed a theory of city growth in which cities 
were seen as growing not simply on the edges but from the inside outward. To clarify, 
while it is easy to see cities growing on the edges, as in the example of urban sprawl 
described above, Burgess claimed that the source of the growth is in the center of the 
city. Specifically, the growth of the inner city puts pressure on the adjacent zones of the 
city, which in turn begin to grow into the next adjacent zones (following the ecological 
principle of “succession” identified by Park). This type of development is referred to as 
“radial growth,” meaning it begins on the inside and ripples outward.7

The American buffalo was 
introduced to Catalina 
Island for a movie shoot in 
the 1930s and destroyed 
much of the native plant 
life. This is an example of 
a foreign element creating 
chaos and destruction, as 
crime does in residential 
areas when they are 
invaded by industries or 
other factors.
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